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Decision Notice
Stasnik Fishing Access

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
3201 Spurgin Road

Missoula, MT 59804

April29, 1998

Proposal:

The Montana Departrrent of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) proposes to accept the donation of a
conservation easement and public fishing access on 53 acres of land bordering the Clarkfork River in
Deer Lodge County. The donation would protect about 1.23 miles of the river from development

and provide perpetual public access for recreational angling. The easement contains conditions
which provide for the construction of toilet facilities and angler parking after a period of ten years.

Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) Process:

An environmental assessment was prepared to meet the MEPA requirements. The document was

distributed to a variety of public and private entities during a comment period extending from April,
3 through April 26, 1998. No public hearing was scheduled since no controversy about the proposed

action was received.

Summary of Public Comments:

Six written comments were received. These represented the Anaconda Sportsmen Club, The George

Grant Chapter of Trout Unlimiteci, the Anaconda-Deer Locige Counry Planning Board, State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) and trrro private citizens. Another comment was received via telephone

from Ms. Dils of the FWP, Field Services Division. Ms. Dils wrote a brief sunmary of the Arco
concerns and they are included here.

The majority of comments were favorable, most urging successful completion of the agreement. The

SFIPO ietter expressed a desire for a reconnaissance survey ofcultural resources. Since no ground

disturbance can be done by FWP under conditions of the easement agreement for a period of ten

years, it is reasonable to postpone any cultural assessment until ground disturbing activities are

contemplated. The Arco statement appears to be directed toward potential confusion over conditions

during superfund cleanup activities. The Arco representative expressed concern that contractors

mighioverlook the need to get permission for damage to woody riparian vegetation. We believe that

ctear directives to contractors by the entity responsible for their hiring can alleviate any potential

confusion. FW? interest is the property will insure close attention to all aspects of cleanup activity.



Decision:

FWP is charged with rendering a decision utilizing the EA and comments thereon which addresses
concerns and issue identified for the purposed action.

Public input was strongly in favor of the proposed action. It is my recommendation to proceed with
the completion of the easement transfer, subject to approval by the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
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面F Thomas, Regional Supervisor


